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SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 171120 
ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 R 

DRAFTED BY NEA/ARN :WNHOWELL:SAL 
APPROVED BY NEA:;DRAPER 
S/S-0:JTHYDEN 

038931 070203Z/14 

O 070147Z JUL 78 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM NIACT IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT IMMEDIATE 

SEC RET STATE 171120 

EXDIS, FOR AMB. LEUIS FROM NEA SAUNDERS 
E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, LE, IS, SY 
SUBJECT: SITUATION IN LEBANON 


Message Text 


1 . CEASEFIRE IN LEBANON CONTINUING TO HOLD AND NUMBER OF 
POSITIVE DEVELOPMENTS HAVE OCCURRED. AMONG MOST NOTE- 
WORTHY ARE THE FOLLOWING: 


— SARKIS HAS APPARENTLY RECONSIDERED HIS DECISION TO 

— RESIGN; 

— CHRISTIAN MILITIA LEADERS MAY BE ASKING HIM TO REMAIN 

— FOR REASONS OF THEIR OWN; 

— WE HAVE MADE STRONG DEMARCHES WITH SYRIANS HERE AND IN 

— DAMASCUS; 
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— SYRIANS HAVE TOLD US THEIR FORCES UNDER INSTRUCTIONS 

— TO EXERCISE RESTRAINT IN FACE OF PROVOCATIONS, BUT 

— WITHIN LIMITS; 

— SAUDIS AND EUROPEANS HAVE WEIGHED IN; 
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— WE UNDERSTAND NEGOTIATIONS MAY BE UNDERWAY IN BEIRUT 

— TO REESTABLISH CEASEFIRE ON MORE LASTING BASIS. 

2. NEVERTHELESS, CLASHES COULD RESUME QUICKLY FOR ANY 
NUMBER OF REASONS GIVEN ARMS AND TENSIONS CONCENTRATED 
IN BEIRUT. SHOULD THIS OCCUR YOU SHOULD CONSIDER THAT 
YOU HAVE STANDING INSTRUCTIONS TO CONTACT WEIZMAN AND/OR 
BEGIN IMMEDIATELY TO FORESTALL ISRAELI ACTION OR INTER 
VENTION. YOU SHOULD REVIEW WITH THEM ABOVE DEVELOPMENTS 
AND STRENUOUS EFFORTS WE HAVE MADE AND ARE PREPARED TO 
CONTINUE, INCLUDING CONSIDERATION OF REVIVING UN SECURITY 
COUNCIL INITIATIVE DESPITE OBJECTIONS, TO KEEP SITUATION 
UNDER CONTROL. YOU SHOULD REITERATE OUR REQUEST THAT 
THEY INSTRUCT THEIR CHRISTIAN CONTACTS TO EXERCISE 
RESTRAINT ON THEIR SIDE WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF BUYING 
US TIME TO TAKE MEASURES THAT WILL CALM RATHER THAN 
EXACERBATE SITUATION. VANCE 
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ORIGIN SS-15 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /016 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY IO/UNA:BJSHARP 
APPROVED BY IO/UNA:AFHOLLOWAY 
S/S-0:DROBINSON 

058014 080149Z/73 

O 080135Z JUL 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

INFO USMISSION GENEVA IMMEDIATE 4185 

SECRETSTATE 171120 

EXDIS, FOR AMB YOUNG FROM UNA 

FOL RPT STATE 171120 ACTION TEL AVIV JERUSALEM INFO DAMASCUS 
BEIRUT 7 JUL 78 QUOTE 
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EXDIS, FOR AMB. LEUIS FROM NEA SAUNDERS 
E.O. 11652: GDS 
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TAGS: PINT, PINS, LE, IS, SY 
SUBJECT: SITUATION IN LEBANON 

1 . CEASEFIRE IN LEBANON CONTINUING TO HOLD AND NUMBER OF 
POSITIVE DEVELOPMENTS HAVE OCCURRED. AMONG MOST NOTE- 
WORTHY ARE THE FOLLOWING: 

— SARKIS HAS APPARENTLY RECONSIDERED HIS DECISION TO 

— RESIGN; 
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— CHRISTIAN MILITIA LEADERS MAY BE ASKING HIM TO REMAIN 

— FOR REASONS OF THEIR OWN; 

— WE HAVE MADE STRONG DEMARCHES WITH SYRIANS HERE AND IN 

— DAMASCUS; 

— SYRIANS HAVE TOLD US THEIR FORCES UNDER INSTRUCTIONS 

— TO EXERCISE RESTRAINT IN FACE OF PROVOCATIONS, BUT 

— WITHIN LIMITS; 

— SAUDIS AND EUROPEANS HAVE WEIGHED IN; 

— WE UNDERSTAND NEGOTIATIONS MAY BE UNDERWAY IN BEIRUT 

— TO REESTABLISH CEASEFIRE ON MORE LASTING BASIS. 

2. NEVERTHELESS, CLASHES COULD RESUME QUICKLY FOR ANY 
NUMBER OF REASONS GIVEN ARMS AND TENSIONS CONCENTRATED 
IN BEIRUT. SHOULD THIS OCCUR YOU SHOULD CONSIDER THAT 
YOU HAVE STANDING INSTRUCTIONS TO CONTACT WEIZMAN AND/OR 
BEGIN IMMEDIATELY TO FORESTALL ISRAELI ACTION OR INTER 
VENTION. YOU SHOULD REVIEW WITH THEM ABOVE DEVELOPMENTS 
AND STRENUOUS EFFORTS WE HAVE MADE AND ARE PREPARED TO 
CONTINUE, INCLUDING CONSIDERATION OF REVIVING UN SECURITY 
COUNCIL INITIATIVE DESPITE OBJECTIONS, TO KEEP SITUATION 
UNDER CONTROL. YOU SHOULD REITERATE OUR REQUEST THAT 
THEY INSTRUCT THEIR CHRISTIAN CONTACTS TO EXERCISE 
RESTRAINT ON THEIR SIDE WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF BUYING 

US TIME TO TAKE MEASURES THAT WILL CALM RATHER THAN 
EXACERBATE SITUATION. VANCE 

UNQUOTE VANCE 
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